Nuclear medicine and cancer research in the People's Republic of China.
This article reports the experience of the author's recent visit to China where he witnessed nuclear medicine facilities. Among other things, the author observes that most imaging equipment and radionuclides are made in China and that many good textbooks of nuclear medicine are available in Chinese. Precautions on radiation safety are very much stressed. Chinese medicinal plants are always added in order to improve the therapeutic effects of classical chemotherapeutic agents or to lessen their possible side effects. Their scientific value cannot be evaluated, nor can it be for the "anti-cancer pills" that are sold freely. The author encourages studies of different patterns of cancer problems in different geographic localities, as he gave indications for a few geographic areas.